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UNCLAS DUBLIN 2022 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, El, NI (UK) 

SUBJ: SUDDEN CHANGE IN IRISH POLITICAL SITUATION 

1. ONE OF THE GOVERNMENT PARLIAMENT (DAIL) MEMBERS, MR. THOMAS DUNNE,: 

HAS BEEN SERIOUSLY INJURED IN AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT, THUS THROWING 
THE IRISH POLITICAL SITUATION INTO SOME CONFUSION. AT THE PRESENT 
MOMENT DUNNE IS STILL ON THE CRITICAL LIST, AND EVEN IF HE SURVIVES 
HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE DAIL FOR SOME TIME. WITH HIS 
ABSENCE THE GOVERNMENT COALITION (FINE GAEL AND LABOR) IS REDUCED TO 
A MAJORITY OF ONE, AND IF THE GOVERNMENT LOSES THE WEST MAYO BY- 
ELECTION NOVEMBER 12 IT WILL HAVE NO ACTUAL MAJORITY, THOUGH IT CAN 
REMAIN IN POWER BECAUSE THE SPEAKER (LABOR) CAN VOTE TO BREAK A TIE. 

2. ALTHOUGH ON THE SURFACE IT APPEARS THE GOVERNMENT IS IN 
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FOR TROUBLE, THE OPPOSITION HAS PROBLEMS OF ITS OWN IN CAPITALIZ- 
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ING ON THE SITUATION. THE OPPOSITION PARTY, FIANNA FAIL, HAS 68 
DEPUTIES, AND IF IT WINS THE BY-ELECTION IT WILL HAVE 69. TO 
PRODUCE A TIE VOTE IT MUST GET SUPPORT OF THE TWO INDEPENDENTS, 
BLANEY AND SHERIDAN, WHO NORMALLY SUPPORT FIANNA FAIL. HOWEVER, 
NEITHER BLANEY NOR SHERIDAN WANT AN ELECTION ANYTIME SOON 
BECAUSE THE CAMPAIGN EXPENSES COME OUT OF THEIR OWN POCKETS, AND 
IF COSGRAVE THREATENS AN ELECTION IN THE EVENT OF TIE VOTES 
BLANEY AND/OR HERIDAN ARE EXPECTED TO ABSTAIN. MANY OBSERVERS 
ARE POINTING OUT THAT COUNTING ON ABSTENTIONS BY INDEPENDENTS OR 
THE VOTE OF THE SPEAKER IS A DUBIOUS WAY OF RUNNING A COUNTRY AND 
THAT COSGRAVE OUGHT TO GO TO THE COUNTRY IF HE LOSES THE BY-ELECTION. 
IT IS ARGUED THAT AFTER THE RECENT GERRYMANDERING OF ELECTION 
DISTRICTS AND THE FIANNA FAIL POLICY SHIFT CALLING FOR A BRITISH 
WITHDRAWAL IN THE NORTH, WHICH HAS GONE DOWN BADLY HERE, THAT THE 
FINE GAEL/LABOR COALIION HAS A GOOD CHANCE OF WINNING A SNAP 
ELECTION. 

3. WHAT ALL THIS MEANS IS THAT NOT ONLY THE CONDITION OF MR. 

DUNNE BUT ALSO THE BY-ELECTION HAVE NOW BECOME CRUCIAL TO BOTH 
SIDES, AND WEST MAYO IS NOW HEAVILY POPULATED WITH INCREASINGLY 
SHRILL POLITICIANS MAKING PROMISES AND TRADING ACCUSATION . NO 
ONE IN DUBLIN IS MAKING BETS ON THE BY-ELECTION AS EVERYONE 
BELIEVES IT WILL BE EXTREMELY CLOSE. IN THE 1973 ELECTION FINE 
GAEL GOT 49.41 PERCENT OF THE FIRST PREFERENCE VOTES TO FIANNA FAIL'S 
50. 

PERCENT, THOUGH BY A QUIRK IN THE IRISH ELECTORAL SYSTEM-FAR TOO 
COMPLICATED TO GO INTO HERE- THE FINE GAEL FIRST CANDIDATE WON. 

FINE GAEL IS COUNTING ON THE "SYMPATHY" VOTE TO CARRY IT 
THROUGH- ITS CANDIDATE IS THE SON OF THE DECEASED DEPUTY. FIANNA 
FAIL, FOR ITS PART, IS HITTING THE ECONOMIC ISSUES HARD IN AN 
AREA WHICH HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY DEPRESSED ECONOMICALLY. 

4. COMMENT: COSGRAVE WILL HAVE A HARD CHOICE IF HE LOSES THE 
BY-ELECTION, BUT IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT HE WILL AVOID AN ELECTION 
SO LONG AS POSSIBLE, HOPING FOR DUNNE S RECOVERY. THERE ARE SOME 
FAINT SIGNS THAT AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY, OR AT LEAST A HALT IN THE 
DOWNWARD SPIRAL, MIGHT BE UNDERWAY, THOUGH THE ECONOMY IS STILL 
IN BAD SHAPE AND THE GOVERNMENT IS NATURALLY GOING TO BE BLAMED 
FOR IT, MAKING AN ELECTION NOW A HAZARDOUS UNDERTAKING. ALSO, THE 
IRISH GOVERNMENTS ARE USED TO RAZOR THIN MAIORITIES; FOR EXAMPLE 
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LEMASS GOVERNED FOR SEVERAL YEARS WITHOUT A MAIORITY. OUR 
CONTACTS GIVE US VARYING SIGNALS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ELECTION 
SOON. FOREIGN MINISTRY POLITICAL DIRECTOR NOEL DORR, A NATIVE 
OF WEST MAYO, TOLD ME THAT HE SEES LITTLE CHANCE OF AN ELECTION 
SOON, SINCE THE GOVERNMENT HAS TOO MUCH TO LOSE. OPPOSING THIS, 

THE FIANNA FAIL GENERAL SECRETARY, SEAMUS BRENNAN, IS NOW 
OFFERING ODDS ON AN EARLY ELECTION, PERHAPS BEFORE JANUARY. HE 
ESTIMATES THAT THE JUNIOR COALITION PARTY, LABOR, IS DIMINISHING 
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FAST AND COSGRAVE MUST TRY AN ELECTION NOW BECAUSE HE WILL HAVE 
LITTLE CHANCE OF GETTING A MAIORITY IN LATE 1976 OR 77. 

CURLEY 
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